
MACBETH
by William Shakespeare
directed by Michael Levine

featuring live original music by Denis Nye
costuming by Cindy Blanchard

stage choreography by Mark Bedell

KAREN BALL
(characters in order of appearance
with their distinguishing costume
item)

Duncan – king robe and crown
Banquo – grey vest
Lady Macbeth – red skirt
Macduff – bomber jacket
Murderer – reddish leather
Lennox – black cape

PAULHALEY
(characters in order of appearance with
their distinguishing costume item)

Ross – tartan sash
Macbeth – leather jacket
Doctor – suit jacket

PLEASENOTE: The actors use swatches
of red silk at several point to represent
blood

The story
 King Duncan has just been victorious over the forces of Norway and the
disloyal Thane of Cawdor. In the battle, Macbeth fought extremely well.

 While lost in the heath, Macbeth and Banquo encounter supernatural witches
who predict that Macbeth will first become Thane of Cawdor and then King.
They also predict that Banquo’s sons will become King and then vanish.
Macbeth learns he has been made Thane of Cawdor and starts to scheme

 Duncan names his son Malcolm heir to the throne and announces he is
visiting Macbeth’s castle

 Lady Macbeth receives a letter that Macbeth has heard the prediction about
him becoming King. They plot to murder King Duncan that night while he
stays as a guest at their castle.

 Despite some misgivings, they carry out their plan.
 Macduff arrives the next morning unexpectedly finds the body, becoming
immediately suspicious of Macbeth. He decides to fly to England with
Malcom.

 Macbeth becomes King and decides to murder Banquo and his son Fleance.
 The murderer is unable to complete the job, as Fleance escapes.
 Macbeth and Lady Macbeth hold a banquet that the ghost of Banquo visits
twice. Macbeth decides to visit the witches for more advice.

 The witches tell Macbeth three things: to beware of Macduff, that he can not
be harmed by anyone born of a woman, and that he will never be defeated in
battle until BurnhamWoodmarches on his palace.

 Macduff hears that Macbeth has murdered his wife and children and resolves
to march on Macbeth immediately.

 Lady Macbeth becomes obsessed with imaginary blood she sees on her hand.
 Macbeth is feeling arrogant when he hears that there is an attack coming.
 Macduff plans to have soldiers disguise themselves by holding a branch of a
tree up above their head to make it look like the wood is moving.

 The queen kills herself and Macbeth readies for battle.


